15" June 2015 
Pune, FTI: 


Press Conference at FTII Campus regarding students protest against 
appointment of Chairman 


Day 4 of strike: 


The protesting students of the Film and Television Institute of India today spoke to 
the media at a press conference held on the campus today. After three days of strike 
and extensive news coverage the students are yet to hear from the I & B Ministry and 
hence chose to speak to the media to emphasise their stand. The students who 
addressed the media were Harishankar Nachimuthu, President, Student’s Union, 
Rakesh Shukla, final year Direction, Vikas Urs, final year Cinematography and Ranjit 
Nair, final year Direction student. 


Giving the introduction to the protest Mr Urs stated that in 2014, Mr Jaitley suggested 
that FTII be given the stature of ‘Institute of National Importance’ and a ‘Centre of 
Excellence’, a suggestion that was celebrated by the FTII fraternity. The expectation 
was that this status would raise the bar for the generation of upcoming film-makers. In 
the background of this, the appointment of Mr Chauhan, a person with shockingly low 
credentials, as Chairman is seen by us as a huge setback to this vision. The students. 
reasserted that the only and primary point of our protest is the lack of credentials of 
the appointed Chairman, especially in comparison with the previous luminaries that 
have held the post before him. Our protest is solely to uphold the autonomy of the 
institute, something we are apprehensive may get compromised if a person with low 
credentials and strong affiliation to the ruling party takes up the post. 


In four days of the protest, the FTII students have received continual support from the 
film and students fraternity. We have received solidarity support from JNSU, AISA 
and SRFTI, documentary film-makers Anand Patwardhan, Rakesh Sharma, Stalin K, 
film-makers Adoor Gopalkrishnan, Girish Kasavaralli, Subhash Ghai, Mahesh Bhatt, 
Nikhil Advani, Ajita Suchitraveera and so on. We expect more artists, film-makers, 
activists, intellectuals and other people from the film fraternity to join us in our 
protest. 


In continuance of their support, SRFTI is going to do for a protest march from SRFTI 
to Jadhavpur University. 

In Delhi, the students have organised a joint protest in front of Information and 
Broadcasting ministry as well. 


A letter stating the reasons for the protest and our demands have been forwarded to 
the Ministry through the FTII Director. Four days after the strike, the students are yet 
to receive a response from the I & B Ministry. The strike will continue indefinitely 
until our demands are met. 


